vi                     WOMEN AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE
is no doubt that of all the factors contributing to the
awakening of women in India none has been so potent as
the field of non-violent action which Gandhiji offered to
women in his ' war' against British domination of India.
It brought them out in their hundreds from sheltered
homes to stand the furnace of a fiery trial without flin-
ching. It proved to the hilt that woman was as much
able as man to resist evil or aggression. To the thinking
mind it has also proved that resistance without arms was
not only equally efficacious but more ennobling for the
resisters as also for those who were being resisted. In
any event it gave woman a definite place so far as the
salvation of India was concerned.
Today the question of violence versus non-violence
is a vital one. Gandhiji's message is a clarion call for
those who believe in non-violence as the strait and narrow
road that leads to heaven to muster strong on his side.
Only the other day when talking to some friends about
the constructive programme which he has put before the
nation as a concrete plan for the atttainment of Swaraj,
he said in regard to women's part in it: " But my greatest
hope is in the women. They want a helping hand to lift
them out of the well in which they have been kept. The
slightest thing will work wonders. They made a record
contribution during the satyagraha of 1931-32, and even
now they are playing their part nobly but not to the
utmost advantage. So little work has been done among
them. They are waiting to be organized. They have the
capacity for suffering evoked by non-violent effort, and
they will suffer silently." Are we going to fulfil that hope
is the question before those of us who are in a position
to lend that helping hand for our own souls' sake no less
than for the country and the world.
While Gandhiji's utterances and writings on behalf
of the woman's cause should evoke a responsive chord
in every wellwisher of humanity and even in the most
hardened conservative, they are meant primarily for
woman, for they touch on every department of her life
and can serve as an unerring guide to her in times of